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• 11/9 - The Candidates formation with Council and sponsors 8:00 a.m. 
to 9:30 a.m. / Serra Room (basement level).  Orientation next door at 
same time.  See Page 2 for general calendar guide. 

• 11/9 -  Article 22 of the Secular Franciscan Rule 

• 11/21 - Council Meeting:  6-8pm, Rm G on Thursday. 

 

San Juan Capistrano Fraternity - S.F.O. November 2019 

NEXT FRATERNITY MEETING NOVEMBER 9, 2019 

1. Overview 5. Words from the Tau—Taming the Wolf/
Advent 

2. Upcoming Meeting / Photo of the Month 9. In Memory of—Dolores Ridill 

3. Birthdays  / Prayer List  

4. Saint of the Month: Blessed Dun Scotus  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eternal rest, grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon her. 

May she rest in peace.   
May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

The Dove  

Announcements 

In loving memory of Dolores Ridill, OFS 
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November 9, 2019 
 
Orientation:  Meets with : Cyndie (David, Maggie, and Joe) 
Candidacy:   Meets with: Dan (Christine, Paul, and Trudys) 
Fraternity:  Article 22 of the Secular Franciscan Rule with Maggie  
 
“The local fraternity is to be established canonically. It becomes the basic unit of the whole Order 
and a visible sign of the Church, the community of love. This should be the privileged place for 
developing a sense of Church and the Franciscan vocation and for enlivening the apostolic life of 
its members. ” 

 

Meeting News 

 

Photo of the Month 
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A HAPPY BIRTHDAY GOES OUT TO:…. 

 
Michael Carranza, OFS 
Marie O’Donnell, OFS 

Al DiNicola 
 

Remembering the sick in our prayers…   (if you would like to add name(s) to the prayer 
list, please let me know) 
 
Marie O’Donnell, OFS 
Paul Kelly, OFS 
Deacon David Sire, OFS 
Lucinda Sire, OFS 
Tom Cooney, OFS 
Kim Cota, OFS 
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         Blessed John Duns Scotus’ Story 
A humble man, John Duns Scotus has been one 
of the most influential Franciscans through the 
centuries. Born at Duns in the county of Berwick, 
Scotland, John was descended from a wealthy 
farming family. In later years, he was identified as 

John Duns Scotus to indicate the land of his birth; Scotia is the Latin name for Scotland. 

John received the habit of the Friars Minor at Dumfries, where his uncle Elias Duns was su-
perior. After novitiate, John studied at Oxford and Paris and was ordained in 1291. More 
studies in Paris followed until 1297, when he returned to lecture at Oxford and Cambridge. 
Four years later, he returned to Paris to teach and complete the requirements for the doctor-
ate. 

In an age when many people adopted whole systems of thought without qualification, John 
pointed out the richness of the Augustinian-Franciscan tradition, appreciated the wisdom of 
Aquinas, Aristotle, and the Muslim philosophers—and still managed to be an independent 
thinker. That quality was proven in 1303, when King Philip the Fair tried to enlist the Univer-
sity of Paris on his side in a dispute with Pope Boniface VIII. John Duns Scotus dissented, 
and was given three days to leave France. 

In Scotus’s time, some philosophers held that people are basically determined by forces 
outside themselves. Free will is an illusion, they argued. An ever-practical man, Scotus said 
that if he started beating someone who denied free will, the person would immediately tell 
him to stop. But if Scotus didn’t really have a free will, how could he stop? John had a knack 
for finding illustrations his students could remember! 

After a short stay in Oxford, Scotus returned to Paris, where he received the doctorate in 
1305. He continued teaching there and in 1307 so ably defended the Immaculate Concep-
tion of Mary that the university officially adopted his position. That same year the minister 
general assigned him to the Franciscan school in Cologne where John died in 1308. He is 
buried in the Franciscan church near the famous Cologne cathedral. 

Drawing on the work of John Duns Scotus, Pope Pius IX solemnly defined the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary in 1854. John Duns Scotus, the “Subtle Doctor,” was beatified in 1993. 

Reflection 

Father Charles Balic, O.F.M., the foremost 20th-century authority on Scotus, has written: 
“The whole of Scotus’s theology is dominated by the notion of love. The characteristic note 
of this love is its absolute freedom. As love becomes more perfect and intense, freedom be-
comes more noble and integral both in God and in man” (New Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 
4, p. 1105).    By….https://www.franciscanmedia.org/blessed-john-duns-scotus/  

Blessed Duns Scotus 

Blessed Duns Scotus 
 November 8, 1308 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/blessed-john-duns-scotus/
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Submitted to The Dove by Cyndie Dunkerson, OFS 

 

Brethren,  
 
Before our next Dove is released, Advent Season shall begin on December 
1, 2019.  In preparing for this special Advent Season, I offer you a few re-
sources to help center you to this special time of year and reflect on the joy 
of the nativity 
 
 

Franciscan Advent 
Can be found on Franciscan Media or (for our e-readers) by clicking the link 
below 
https://info.franciscanmedia.org/a-franciscan-advent  
 

Advent and Christmas Wisdom from St. Francis of Assisi - 
Can be found in Amazon or (for our e-readers) by clicking the link below 
https://www.amazon.com/Advent-Christmas-Wisdom-Francis-Assisi/dp/0764817566/ref=asc_df_0764817566/?tag=hyprod-
20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312669563714&hvpos=1o2&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5552548888243953902&hvpone=&hvptwo=
&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9031605&hvtargid=pla-574647781332&psc=1  
 

Preparing for Christmas—Daily Meditations for Advent  
By Richard Rohr and can be found on Amazon or (for our e-readers) by click-
ing the link below 
https://www.amazon.com/Preparing-Christmas-Daily-Meditations-Advent/dp/1616364785/ref=sr_1_3?
keywords=franciscan+advent&qid=1572933893&s=books&sr=1-3  
 

The Joy of Advent—Daily Reflections from Pope Francis 
Can be found on Amazon or (for our e-readers) by clicking the link below 
https://www.amazon.com/Joy-Advent-Daily-Reflections-Francis/dp/1616369450/ref=sr_1_1?
keywords=franciscan+advent&qid=1572934026&s=books&sr=1-1  
 
Advent with the Saints—Daily Reflections 
By Greg Friedman, OFM  and can be found on Amazon or (for our e-readers) 
by clicking the link below 
https://www.amazon.com/Advent-Saints-Greg-Friedman-F-M/dp/1616361328/ref=sr_1_6?
keywords=franciscan+advent&qid=1572934026&s=books&sr=1-6  

Words From the Tau 

https://info.franciscanmedia.org/a-franciscan-advent
https://www.amazon.com/Advent-Christmas-Wisdom-Francis-Assisi/dp/0764817566/ref=asc_df_0764817566/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312669563714&hvpos=1o2&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5552548888243953902&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9031605
https://www.amazon.com/Advent-Christmas-Wisdom-Francis-Assisi/dp/0764817566/ref=asc_df_0764817566/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312669563714&hvpos=1o2&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5552548888243953902&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9031605
https://www.amazon.com/Advent-Christmas-Wisdom-Francis-Assisi/dp/0764817566/ref=asc_df_0764817566/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312669563714&hvpos=1o2&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5552548888243953902&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9031605
https://www.amazon.com/Preparing-Christmas-Daily-Meditations-Advent/dp/1616364785/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=franciscan+advent&qid=1572933893&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Preparing-Christmas-Daily-Meditations-Advent/dp/1616364785/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=franciscan+advent&qid=1572933893&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Joy-Advent-Daily-Reflections-Francis/dp/1616369450/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=franciscan+advent&qid=1572934026&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Joy-Advent-Daily-Reflections-Francis/dp/1616369450/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=franciscan+advent&qid=1572934026&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Advent-Saints-Greg-Friedman-F-M/dp/1616361328/ref=sr_1_6?keywords=franciscan+advent&qid=1572934026&s=books&sr=1-6
https://www.amazon.com/Advent-Saints-Greg-Friedman-F-M/dp/1616361328/ref=sr_1_6?keywords=franciscan+advent&qid=1572934026&s=books&sr=1-6
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The Evil Before Christmas: A Franciscan Reflection on Advent 
By Taming the Wolf ~ Franciscan Spirituality  

 
Did you hear about the Christian children who were beheaded in Iraq? Four of them accepted 
martyrdom rather than renounce Jesus. The Vicar of Baghdad, Canon Andrew White, tells the 
story this way: 
 
“Islamic State turned up and said to the children, you say the words that you will follow Mo-
hammed. The children, all under 15, four of them, said ‘No, we love Yesua (the Iraqi name for 
Jesus), we have always loved Yesua, we have always followed Yesua, Yesua has always been 
with us.’ 
”  
After asking the children once more to convert and once more receiving their refusal, ISIS mili-
tants beheaded them. 
 
The Least of These 
 
Unfortunately, the beheading of four innocent children is hardly an isolated incident. According 
to the Jerusalem Post, More than 250,000 Christians have fled Iraq in the face of persecution at 
the hands of the Islamic State, which is now using Christian churches in Mosul as prisons. 
Christians in the region have been driven out, persecuted, systematically exterminated. 
Canon White goes on to say that Christian families who fled Baghdad to escape violence there 
found themselves face to face with ISIS in their traditional home of Nineveh. “They killed huge 
numbers, they chopped their children in half, they chopped their heads off, and they moved 
north and it was so terrible what happened,” he said. 
 
Perhaps it’s strange to open a post about Christmas with the beheading of children. Perhaps it’s 
strange to mention such evil acts this time of year. Perhaps it shouldn’t be. 
 
The Reality of Evil 
 
Evil. Enemies. Those are words we don’t hear often this time of year. Usually we hear other 
words. Words like joy, merry, greetings, happiness, and hope. Perhaps, as Rev. Rutler says, 
that’s because Christmas, with its hallowed and sometimes shallowed joy, has swallowed Ad-
vent, with its emphasis on Death, Judgment, and Hell. Or perhaps it’s because Advent is indeed 
a season of hope. A season of joy and anticipation. A time of watching and waiting. 
 
Then again, it might be appropriate to ask: For what? For what do we hope? For what are we 
joyful? For what are we waiting? 
 
While some Americans are waiting for the best deals on Xboxes, faithful Christians around the 
world are waiting for something quite different. They are waiting for justice. They are waiting 
for peace. They are waiting for freedom. They are waiting for the God who will give them rest 
from all their enemies, as we hear in the first reading for Christmas Eve. 
 

Words From the Tau 
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The Evil Before Christmas: A Franciscan Reflection on Advent 
By Taming the Wolf ~ Franciscan Spirituality  

 
Indeed, strange as it may sound to our ears, evil is at the heart of Christmas. We might even ask 
if there would be a Christmas without evil, or at least if we would have so much cause for joy, 
because without evil there would be no need for deliverance, no need for hope. It is only be-
cause we live in a world consumed with wickedness that we have reason to proclaim: 
 
O Radiant Dawn, 
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 
come and shine on those who dwell 
in darkness and in the shadow of death.  
 
It is only because we dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death that we need salvation, and it 
is only because we need salvation that we hail the coming of the savior. That’s why a Francis-
can looks beyond the shallow joy of commercialized Christmases, to the hope that lies on the 
other side of this dark night of evil. 
 
Over at his blog, Standing on My Head, Dwight Longenecker also reminds us to remember the 
shadowy side of life when he says, “in this winter season we also ought to face the facts of the 
grim reaper.” Yes, and let us face the facts of evil, if only because too often people ignore it, un-
derestimate it, pretend it doesn’t exist, pretend it’s just a metaphor or an archaic concept that has 
outlived its usefulness. If ISIS has shown anyone with eyes anything, it is that evil exists. 
 
Unfortunately, these days it can seem as if evil doesn’t merely exist, but triumphs. It can seem 
as if the whole world is consumed by evil, or at least by those who turn a blind eye to it and 
therefore enable it. Sometimes it can seem, to those who are paying attention, as if the darkness 
has overwhelmed this abode of man. 
 
And yet… 

The Eternal Hope 
 
We have hope. We know that however powerful evil may seem at the moment, however trium-
phant it may appear in this world, it does not and will not have the final word. We sing with joy 
because know the end of the story, even if we have not yet turned the page. We have hope be-
cause Jesus came to free us from sin, and he will come again to defeat evil once and for all. Je-
sus came to lead us out of the darkness. 
 
Indeed, he is already here, in the Eucharist, calling us out of the darkness each and every day, 

but never more so than in this time of Advent, in this time of joyful anticipation, when we are 

preparing to mark the moment our savoir came into the world to guide us out of it, when we are 

preparing to welcome him back again in glory to judge the living and the dead. This time of 
year the call is louder than ever. 

Words From the Tau (con’t) 
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The Evil Before Christmas: A Franciscan Reflection on Advent 
By Taming the Wolf ~ Franciscan Spirituality  

 
 
Unfortunately, far too many never hear it. Perhaps the commercials are too loud. Perhaps too 
many of us are too busy finding things to fill the space under the Christmas tree, all the while 
forgetting to fill the space in our hearts.  
 
Perhaps that’s why I started this post with such a gruesome story, to remind us what we’re up 
against, so that we can remember what we hope for. As Pope Emeritus Benedict once said, let 
us be full of hope and allow “for that final unforeseen in-breaking of God to set the soul free 
from the clutches of evil and destructive men.” Because in the end it is only God who can free 
us from the evil in our hearts and from the evil in the world. 
 

Let us take advantage of this season to remember: that which we long for beyond all else, 
whether we know it or not, is coming. Stay awake! Be prepared! The Kingdom of God is draw-
ing near. Emmanuel will return. Let us remember the martyred and persecuted Christians, if on-
ly to remember what it is we are waiting for: the God who will finally “set us free from the hand 
of our enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days of 
our life” (Luke 1:73-75). 
 
Let the rest of the world shout Season’s Greetings between ceiling-high shelves of fluorescent-

lit plastic toys. We will sing marana tha. 

 
 
 
For the real story, please see the link below.  It will also, provide other links to blogs and 
other stories 
 
https://tamingthewolf.com/evil-christmas-franciscan-reflection-advent/  
 
 
 
 
  
 

Words From the Tau (con’t) 

https://tamingthewolf.com/evil-christmas-franciscan-reflection-advent/
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Celebrating the life of a most beloved sister, Dolores Ridill,  who went home to the 
Lord, October 29, 2019…   
 
I am sure that a good majority of the fraternity carry special memories of Dolores.  It 
has been shared with me that she served this fraternity well and lived as  am example 
of Franciscan charity and spirituality.  She was the picture of humility and loved dear-
ly by those who knew her. 
 
I have copied a few photos that were given to me over the last few days.  Perhaps, some 
of you have more to share, and if so, could bring them to the fraternity meeting this 
Saturday, November 9, 2019.  I will be devoting some time for us all to share a few of 
your dearest memories of Dolores and look forward to hearing them. 
 

 

Dolores Ridill 
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