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• 6/12 - The Inquiry formation will meet in person . See Page 2 for gen-
eral calendar guide. 

• 6/12- Fraternity Meeting @ Hope By The Sea @ 10:00am 

• 6/17 -  Council Meeting:  6:15-8pm, location ; Hope By The Sea 

 

San Juan Capistrano Fraternity - S.F.O. JUNE 2021 

FRATERNITY MEETING JUNE 12, 2021 

1. Pray at the tomb of Saint Francis link 5. Admonition #4 
Let no one appropriate himself over others 

2. Upcoming Meeting / Fraternity Gear 6.  Servant Leadership and Elections 

3. Birthdays   

4.  Fraternity News 
 

 

The Fraternity Meeting will be held @ 
10:00am  

Hope By The Sea  
33171 Paseo Cerveza, San Juan Capistrano, CA. 92675 

More information  on page  4 

The Dove  

 Spend some time in prayer at the Tomb of Saint Francis 
Click here 

https://www.sanfrancescopatronoditalia.it/web-cam-cripta-di-san-francesco-assisi


 

2 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Fraternity Gear…. 

 
I still need to meet up with some of 
you to get you the Fraternity Gear 
(Patty, Michael, and Kim) 

Meeting News 

June 2021 
 
Inquiry:  Trudys 
Fraternity:  David — Sacred Admonition # 4 
 

Let us continue to pray for Rosa, Marilyn, Al, Warren, and Ryan 
who continue their journey of discernment.   
 

O good and gracious God, 
God of mercy, compassion, generosity, and love 

As we live our lives today in the model of St. Francis, 
  choosing daily to live the Gospel life, 
Help us to help others hear your call. 

Help us to help other recognize their vocation 
  as a Secular Franciscan 

  that you have already planted in their heart. 
Help us, so that together we all may work 

  to bring the Gospel to life. 
Amen.  
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A HAPPY BIRTHDAY GOES OUT TO:…. 
 

Rosa Lim 
Kim Cota, OFS 

 
 

 

Wishing you a Birthday  

Rich in Blessings….. 
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Fraternity News 

IN PERSON MEETINGS RESUME 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
We held our first in-person fraternity meeting and it was absolutely amazing to see 
some of you  - in the flesh!  I pray as we move forward each month the in-person    
attendance will increase and zoom decrease until one day we are all conformable 
enough to be home and together again 
 
For those who absolutely cannot return, I will connect Zoom, but it will be limited to 
viewing and some participation. I will send our the zoom link Friday night. However, 
the power points will not be on Zoom because I will be with the fraternity rather than 
in my office alone broadcasting.  Family, it is time to reunify. 
 
Our fraternity meetings will start at 10:00am after the conclusion of initial formation.   
I’ve been praying for this day. While it’s different, it’s amazing and it’s finally 
here.  Thanks be to God!! 
 

Address: 
Hope By The Sea 

33171 Paseo Cerveza  
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 

 
Please park in the front parking lot and enter into the front lobby.  Either Ryan or my-
self will be there to guide you tot eh dining room.  If you have problems or questions 
Please call or text me at 949-254-2727 
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The Words of Sacred Admonition by St. Francis of Assisi 

Brethren,  

We continue our journey with Deacon David Sire, OFS.  This Saturday we continue our 
focus on Admonition #4.  Please take a few minutes or more to read and prepare. 

Admonition # 4.  

Let No One Appropriate Himself Superior Over Others  

I did not come "to be ministered unto, but to minister" (cf. Mt 
20:28), says the Lord. · Let those, who are set up  over others, 
glory as much because of that office of superior, as if they had 
been appointed to the office of  washing the feet of the broth-
ers. And in as much as they are more disturbed because of 
having lost their office  of superior than because of (having 
lost) the office regarding feet, so much more do they assemble 
purses for  themselves to the danger of their souls (cf. John 
12:6).   Check out the following link (valuable website) 

https://www.franciscantradition.org/francis-of-assisi-early-documents/the-saint/writings-of-francis/the-undated-writings/the-
admonitions/146-fa-ed-1-page-130 

https://www.franciscantradition.org/francis-of-assisi-early-documents/the-saint/writings-of-francis/the-undated-writings/the-admonitions/144-fa-ed-1-page-128
https://www.franciscantradition.org/francis-of-assisi-early-documents/the-saint/writings-of-francis/the-undated-writings/the-admonitions/144-fa-ed-1-page-128
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Servant Leadership and Elections 

By Bob Murray ~ 18 May 2021 

By profession we each promised GOD to be Jesus’ disciples today, to 
live a gospel life, to live by gospel values in today’s world.  We promised to 
live according to a Rule of Life, the Pauline Rule, promulgated in 1978.  This 
rule includes a Prologue and 26 Articles.  Additionally, it promulgated an     
official interpretation of our rule in 2000; our General Constitutions.   

 
In August of 2020, CIOFS held a General Chapter in Rome and, with it, 

they issued a 17 page document titled “INSTRUMENTUM LABORIS: Ani-
mate & Guide with Servant Leadership”.  That document states: 
“Leadership provides animation and guidance for OFS Fraternities so that 
they can help the brothers and sisters participate unconditionally in the life of 
one Fraternity, sharing the circumstances of one’s own life, helping the    
brothers and sisters to distinguish between not being able to participate in the 
life of the Fraternity and not wanting to participate, or being too lazy to par-
ticipate.” 

 
 We professed to participate in fraternity life unconditionally.  With 

that, we are to distinguish between not being able to fully live a life in frater-
nity (not understanding what that entails), not wanting to participate (taking 
no responsibility as a family member in fraternity), and being too lazy to be of 
any good to the fraternity, to the Order.   

 
We are called to take on servant-leadership roles and there are many 

ways to do that.  However, not all are able to accept a leadership role as a fra-
ternity’s council member: health, family, and distance are some of the reasons 
why this is so, but, for those who are able… some do not care to take on the 
role; others want to leave it up to someone else – (too lazy?).  Others are 
over-committed to many apostolates – (they never served in an apostolate 
they didn’t like). “Such activities keep them from accepting offices in the Or-
der which would require them to be responsible for the Fraternity”,  leaving 
those who have served continuously for many years to suffer from ”burn out”. 

   
Yet, others remember their profession, pay attention to the third chapter 

of our rule and Article 50.1 of the General Constitutions.  They “step-up-to-
the-plate “ to be of service to their brothers and sisters. 
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The Words of Sacred Admonition by St. Francis of Assisi 

“It often happens that there are not enough candidates, or literally no 
candidates, and the sisters and brothers are not being asked before the Chapter 
(of elections) begins about their readiness and preparedness to serve.  Related 
to this is the fact that the capitulars (council members) themselves are often-
times unprepared.”   

 
Some fraternity members will not accept a role on the council as they do 

not understand what is required.  For example: “Who takes the lead on critical 
issues in both personal and institutional relationships?  Who takes the lead on 
spiritual issues and questions?”  What is a councilor’s responsibility?  Even 
the term Formation Director is misunderstood.   

 
“The future of the Fraternity depends on the vision of those leaders and 

how effective they can be in making decisions: it is not about ordering but ra-
ther about consulting with the team or council which together are filled with 
wisdom and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  The leader is not the one who is 
supposed to do everything but the one who should assign tasks to the appro-
priate person and then follow up accordingly.”  

 
“In observing the results of elections many tasks fall to the same person 

who is re-elected repeatedly. The years of experience can either mean a lack 
of creativity and evolution, or can guarantee that we maintain the authenticity 
of the identity of the Order.”  

 
But what will happen to a fraternity that cannot seat a council?  It will 

cease to exist until such time a council is seated.  Will your fraternity be able 
to seat a council at the time of elections?  Let the Holy Spirit guide and inspire 
us for the good of the Order.” 

(Quotes have been taken from INSTRUMENTUM LABORIS.) 
 

Thank you,  Bob, for taking the time to craft this for the Dove.  Our fraternity 
has  those who have served the fraternity well, and for years upon years.  I would only 
ask those who could possibly serve in some capacity to pray about this.  It is true… if 
we cannot form a council, the fraternity will dissolve.  I have faith in our members and 
know deep in my heart  that the Holy Spirit will guide us through this next election and 
more to come in future years.  I also have faith, that vocations to the Order will in-
crease, as will members to our fraternity.   

I love each of you deeply 
Cyndie 
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